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Dear Parents and Guardians:  

 We strive to ensure that our students are at the center of everything we do.  
 However, we cannot do this alone.  Students with involved parents tend to be 
more successful.  Let us work together to help your students succeed this 
year.

The New Year has just begun, but we are already at the end of the first 
semester.  The normal busy pace has quickly picked up even more as we work 
hard to finalize grades and second semester schedules.  On Tuesday, January 
10, we sent home progress reports with all students to share with their 
parents so there are no surprises at the end of the month.  Grades must 
reflect the student?s performance during the first semester, but we do not 
want students giving up when there is still work to do.  Please check with 
individual teachers if you have any questions about your student?s grade.

On Friday, January 20, second semester schedules were distributed to 
students in Advisory class.  We provide schedule changes mid-year for two 
reasons: if a student is misplaced in a class or grade level, or a senior needs a 
class to graduate.  If your student fits into one of those categories, they can go 
to the Career Center to make that happen.  Final schedules will need to be 
picked up by all students on the first day of the new semester, January 30th.  
Freshmen and Sophomores in the cafeteria and Juniors and Seniors in the 
Deuce.  

Last fall, we had a 90% attendance rate at our Student Success Conferences 
and we are already looking forward to seeing you again at Spring Conferences 
March 7th, 8th and 9th.  Your partnership is crucial to help our students 
achieve at their highest level.  

While conferences are a month away, there are many areas of support here at 
TJ to reflect on as we help our students prepare for the second semester.  
Please be sure to check out the next page for a list of helpful tips for student 
success.  

Do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to start volunteering at TJ or 
would like to discuss ways to be involved.

  

Sincerely, 

Adrienne Chacón

Principal



Helpful Tips for  St udent  Success

Raider  Advant age 
Raider Advantage is our after school program that runs Monday through Thursday.  It provides students 
with additional support with their academic courses.  Students can work on homework, access 
computers, and work with tutors and teachers to get extra support.  There is an activity bus provided for 
students on these days. Students can attend on an as-needed basis to receive help when needed.

Hom ework  
Homework is an important part of the learning process and required work to prepare students to meet 
standards.  Due dates, and meeting those due dates, is an important part of student learning.  When 
students are assigned homework, teachers provide them with due dates well in advance of work to be 
submitted.  Please help us to encourage your students to complete their work in a timely manner, so they 
are developing life skills that will prepare them to be successful in their future work force.

Focus On At t endance
Students cannot learn if they are not in the classroom.  The learning experience is significantly reduced if 
students are tardy to class, or miss class altogether.  This semester we increased the passing period by 
one minute to provide students with additional time to move from class to class.

 Our administrative team and staff members have been more involved with talking to students when they 
are late or missing class.  We are mailing home the attendance policy at the beginning of the second 
semester as a reminder of the current policy.  Please go over the policy with your child.  In looking at the 
data, all these efforts are proving to be successful.  The overall class attendance has improved by 27% for 
unexcused absences and 30% for tardiness this semester.  The only class where attendance is not 
improving is first period.  This is especially with students who drive to school or find their own way to 
school.  Please, please help us to make every child successful by urging your child to leave a few minutes 
earlier in the morning. Talk to your counselor for more information.

Credit  Ret r ieval
During the Winter Break, 65 juniors and seniors attended a five-day credit retrieval program.  Students 
were able to earn credit in Math, Social Studies, English, and Science.  Some students attended morning 
and afternoon classes, earning 1.0 credit.  Some students spoke with me after the Winter Break, sharing 
that they are now on track to graduate because of Credit Retrieval.  

There will be further opportunities for Credit Retrieval in the spring and summer, both for regular classes, 
and for IB classes.  Seniors will receive first choice, but we hope to serve some juniors as well.  Please 
contact your student?s counselor for more information.

Parent al Involvem ent  ? The Key t o St udent  Success
Never underestimate the important role you play in your child?s success.  According to the National 
Education Association (NEA), parents must be actively involved in order to ensure a child?s success in 
school.  A home environment that supports learning is more important to student success than income, 
education level or cultural background.  

Join our Raider Parent Movement or our Parent Action Committee and become more aware of what is 
going on in your child?s school.  Our 13th annual RPM Auction is fast approaching on Saturday, March 4th 
at Emerald Downs.  RPM is looking for any donations or gift baskets to give away at the event.  All 
proceeds go to TJ to support our students.  There is no gift too small.  If you are interested, please email 
auction@tjrpm.org.



From the Many One - Flags for All
Last year, student Qian Nivan noticed that the 
flags hanging in the cafeteria only represented 
60 countries from around the world.  He began 
working on updating the representation for all 
students.  Qian mentions that "Raider Nation is 
just as diverse as the United Nations, and we 
should show that." At the time, we only had 60 
countries displayed, which represented all the 
countries TJ students came from in 2007.  As 
time passed, the student population at TJ 
became more and more diverse.  Students now 
represent well over 100 countries and we wanted 
to make sure that each one knows that they have 
a home here at TJ.  

With those ideals in mind, Qian formed a 
committee with two other students, Grace Akins 
and Diego Pineda, and got to work on the 
project.  The committee was responsible for 
researching countries students were from, 
requesting funds from ASB, ordering the flags, 
and learning the proper rules of hanging flags. 
The task took a considerable amount of time and 

effort but on January 20th students walked into an updated display of flags from all of the countries in the UN 
and a few additional that students at TJ represented.  

While the initial flag project is complete, the committee is committed to getting a flag up for every student so 
they know that regardless of where they are from, they have a home here.  I f students find one that's missing, 
backwards or should be hung differently, they want to know!  

Spring Sports Clearance will be starting on Monday, January 30, 2017. I f you are interested in participating in 
Baseball, Fastpitch, Boys Soccer, Girls Tennis, or Girls/ Boys Track, please see Mrs. Albrecht in the Athletics Office.

Spring Sports

I f you did not participate in a fall or winter sport, 
you must sign up online to register at 
www.rankonesport.com. Go to the athletic office 
for instructions.

I f you did participate in a fall or winter sport, 
please ask Mrs. Albrecht to transfer your 
paperwork to the desired spring sport. As this 
does not happen automatically, you will not be 
put on a spring roster until you do so.

http://www.rankonesport.com/


?A Heart for  TJ?

January 16, 2017 - Annual Auction

Thomas Jefferson High School has a 
very special evening planned for March, 
4, 2017!  

Everyone is invited to join us in 
celebration of TJHS students at our 
annual TJRPM Dinner and Auction: ?A 
Heart for TJ.?  

The fun kicks off at 5:00 pm at 
Emerald Downs, 2300 Emerald Downs 
Drive, Auburn WA.  TJRPM is hosting 
this event to generate support for our 
students pursuing the ?Four A?s?: 
Academics, Activities, Athletics, and 
Arts.  

Please visit our website, 
www.tj rpm.org, to purchase tickets and 
learn more about this important event.  
Hope to see you all there!

http://www.tjrpm.org


On December 10th, Thomas Jefferson Speech and Debate team competed at the Auburn Riverside Invitational 
and DOMINATED the tournament winning 15 awards. We are incredibly proud of our Speech and Debate 
competitors, not just for their results, but for the time and energy they put into their craft.  The following are the 
results:

Open Dramatic Interp.:Amanda Fowler (1), Grace  Scuderi(2), Finalist-Praises Orj i

Novice Dramatic Interp. :Amara Swartz(1), Mark Kamyshin(2), Carlos Santana(4)

Open Duo Interp. Erica Dillard/ Cindy Lee(1)

Open Interp.Reading: Finalist-Skyler Yesiltepe

Novice Interp. Reading: Maria Thompson(1), Avanti Bryant(2)

Open Humorous Interp.: Finalists-Haley Ruppel and Ji In

Novice Oratory: Avanti Bryant(1)

Open Impromptu: Hakeem Shibly(3)

Novice Congressional Debate: 1st presiding officer-Maria Thompson, supercongress-Maria Thompson, Praises 
Orj i

Other competitors at the tournament who placed in various spots working hard all weekend at this highly 
academic activity were: Julia Sheats, Alex Frost, Hannah Brindle, Megane Philippe, Andrew Tang, Quimani 
Cobb, Branden Hardy, Naya Rai, and Jennifer Frias.

Speech and Debate




